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Montopolis Negro School
Montopolis Church of Christ

Austin Historic Landmark Commission, 21 November 2016
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School/Church Timeline

Year Milestone Source
circa 1891 School is established as Colorado School No. 34 Montopolis Scr:(;glgReunion Book,
1903 St. Edwards Baptist Church moves to donated land at what was 408 Montopolis Drive Montopolis School Reunion Book

ca 1891-1935

As with most black schools it serves as more than just a school. The school and its pastoral surroundings also serve as an important community
center and are used for civic functions such as annual Juneteenth celebrations, baseball games and BBQ's.

Travis County Historical Society,
2014

The original one room school building is destroyed by a storm. St. Edward's Baptist Church donates 1.82 acres of land at the school's present

Montopolis School Reunion Book,

1935 . . . - - 1999, Travis County Deed
location on Montopolis Drive. An old Army barracks building from Camp Swift is procured to serve as a replacement school. Records Vol. 520, p. 280
. . . . . Austin's Montopolis
1952 City of Austin begins annexing Montopolis Neighborhood, p. 7-8
November Colorado School District No. 36 transfers the school to the Austin Free Public Schools Travis County Deed Records Vol.
1952 1297, p. 401
The school building is renovated and supplied with new equipment and a new room is added to the building that serves as a classroom and Montopolis School Reunion Book,
1952-1955 . -
lunchroom. The new room also has toilets and showers obviating the need for an outhouse. 1999
1955 The Austin Free Public Schools open Allison Elementary School Au'stin’s Montopolis
Neighborhood, p. 48
March 1962 Austin ISD officially ceases operating the Montopolis School Montopolis Scr:(;glgReunlon Book,
1963-1964 Austin ISD places the Montopolis School up for auction and starts receiving bids May 11, 1964 Austin ISD minutes

August 1967

Austin ISD accepts the bid of O.A. Willhoite for the school property. The winning bid was $5,102.

July 26, 1967 Austin ISD minutes

December David Willhoite deeds the property to the Montopolis Church of Christ with Ross and David Willhoite as Trustees Travis County Deed Records Vol.
1968 3604, p. 1244
November . . Travis County Deed Records Vol.
1970 The City of Austin secures road easements through the property 3953, p. 725
August AN - . . Travis County Deed Records Vol.
1987 Ross and David Willhoite deed .740 acres of the original 1.82 acre tract to the City of Austin 10395, p. 414
1990 City of Austin condemns part of the church property for a new road. The church moves to its present location at 702 Montopolis Drive. The Montopolis School Reunion Book,
property, addressed as 400 Montopolis is now owned by David Willhoite with portions owned by Marion Sanchez. Travis County Deed Records
March AN . . Travis County Deed Records
2015 David Willhoite sells the property to the KEEP Investment Group, Austin Stovell, President 2015037818
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Cartogral:)hic Historg of the School

Best Historical Snapshot: 1952 Map of Travis County
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1966 Aerial Photograph of Montol:)olis
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Whg Can’t the }5uilding Just be Moved?

Because it is a Cultural Lanclscape

l:‘ocusing on builclings to the exclusion of other items of cultural

heritage is bad heritage management. Itis also a violation of basic 3 6 ll;ﬁlf:ES:PESI{VATION ;
Professional practice. The National Regjster isn’tjust about buildings. R
It is also about archaeological sites, Traditional Cultural ProPerties, Planning, Treatment and Management of
; : Historic Landscapes
and other herltage. All of these thmgs should be Properlg evaluated Chaiin B iiacion, ASLA

We“¢ U.S.Department of the Interior
National Park Service

bg qualiﬁed ProFessionals.

A cultural landscape is defined as "a geographic area,inclucling both
cultural and natural resources and the wildlife or domestic animals
therein, associated with a historic event, activity, or person or
exhibiting other cultural or aesthetic values.” There are four general
types of cultural landscapes, not mutua“g exclusive: historic sites,
historic &esignecl landscapes, historic vernacular landscal:)es, and

Cth nograph ic |a nclscapes.

The Montol:)olis Negro Schoolis a TCP that is both a historic
vernacular landscape as well as an ethnographic IandscaPe. In my
ProFessional}Ludgment I easilg meets the rec]uirements for National

Register eligi ilitg.

The desires og the Present owner o1c the Propertg Sreinot germane to

the c]uestion. Thisis a c]uestion of cultural Preservation.
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Historical Taking of African-American Church Property

Appraisal Roll of Subject/ ACﬁaCC”t Property

TCAD Number Owner %016
APPralse& Value
285062 KCCP Investment $2.9Z,761
Groul:). 5 W

777286 Marion Sanchez $31,875
ATRSLT Marion Sanchez $74000
285060 David Willhoite $100,000

* What do advocates want?

* The citg and countg have a moral obligation

to right a historical wrong,
XS

Citg and/or county funds should be utilized

to historica”g preserve this cultural

lanclscape asda Park ancl muscum.
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